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Float or Sink?
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	Background:
 

 

Density of an object is its mass divided by its volume. In this lab, mass will be measured in grams and volume in cubic centimeters.

 


	Problem:
 

 

The purpose of this lab is to investigate how the density of an abject affects its buoyancy in water. 

 


	Hypothesis:
 

 

 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________.


	Materials:
 

 

centimeter ruler, triple beam balance, small metal block, small wooden block

 


	Procedure:
 

 

1.Find the mass, volume and density of each block using the materials provided. 
2.Record these values in the table below using the appropriate units. 
3.Based on the calculated density of each block,predict whether it will float or sink in water. Record your hypotheses in the table. 
4.Fill a 250-mL beaker with 150 mL of water. 
5.Put each block (one at a time) into the water and record “float” or “sink” in the table provided. 

 


	Conclusion Questions:
 

 

1. Summarize your results.

2. Did your results support your hypothesis?

3. Using the data you collected (and what you have learned about density) explain why each object float or sank.
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