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Advanced Search Exercises

EXERCISE 1: Search Engines

Select a topic from the list below and search the topic using at least two search engines.

Compare the results found from each search.  Consider the following when comparing:

· How difficult was the search?

· How many results did you retrieve?

· What proportion of these were results were actually relevant to your interest?

· How current were the results?

· Was the order of the results listed evident or logical?

· What additional features contribute to the search engine’s ability?

Suggested topics:

1. 1982 cast of Saturday Night Live

2. Lyme disease (symptoms & treatment)

3. What does a termite look like? (picture)

4. Documentation on Demodulation of Phase Shift Keyed Signals  (Communication Theory/Digital Signal Processing)

EXERCISE 2: Multi-threaded search engines

Use a multi-threaded search engine to search for information about the same topic you searched in Exercise 1.  Compare the results with those found with the single search engine.  Consider the same points as in Exercise 1.

EXERCISE 3:  Subject Directory

a. Browse one search engines subject categories (like Yahoo) to find information about the topic you chosen in Exercise 1.  Assuming you find some relevant information, consider the following points:

· Which of the two methods (search engine or directory) do you consider was more successful or more appropriate?  Why?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of each method?

b.  Browse and/or search a clearinghouse of specialized subject directories to see if there is a subject directory relevant to your topic. 

